
4 (Strong) 3 (Stronger than Weak) 2 (Weaker than Strong) 1 (Weak) Score

W
ri

ti
n

g
 

P
ro

ce
ss

 a
n

d
 

H
ab

it
s The student incorporates 

all steps of the writing 
process.

The student shows most 
of the steps in the writing 

process.

The student shows some 
of the steps in the writing 

process.

The student shows  few 
of the steps in the writing 

process.

B
eg

in
n

in
g

, M
id

d
le

, 
E

n
d

 (
O

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

) The paper has a
strong

beginning(lead),
middle(problem),

and ending
(solution).

The paper has a 
beginning, middle 

(problem) and ending 
(solution).

The paper is missing 
one of the three parts 

(beginning, middle end).

The paper is missing 
more than one of the 

three parts (beginning, 
middle end).

O
n

 T
o

p
ic

 (
Id

ea
s)

The paper stays on the 
topic and has MANY 
specific details  that 

create a clear picture.

The paper stays on topic 
and has some details 
that create a picture.

The paper is confusing 
and/or unclear, does not 

create a clear picture; 
few details.

Story does not stay on 
topic or create a picture; 
not enough details are 

used.

P
o

w
er

fu
l 

L
an

g
u

ag
e 

(W
o

rd
 C

h
o

ic
e) The paper has many

words that are
descriptive &

expressive (very
strong voice).

The paper has
some words that
are descriptive &

expressive
(strong voice).

The paper mostly
uses words that
are ordinary and
dull (weak voice).

The paper uses
repeating words
that are ordinary
and dull (lacks

voice).

S
en

te
n

ce
s 

(S
en

te
n

ce
 F

lu
en

cy
)

The paper always has    
complete sentences and 

a variety of sentence 
lengths.

The paper has complete 
sentences but does not 

have a variety of 
sentence lengths.

The paper has some 
complete sentences.

The paper has very few 
complete sentences 

making it difficult to read.

G
ra

m
m

ar
/S

p
el

lin
g

(C
o

n
ve

n
ti

o
n

s) The paper has few 
errors in  

grammar/usage, 
punctuation, capital 
letters or spelling.

The paper has some 
errors in   

grammar/usage, 
punctuation, capital 
letters or spelling.

The paper has many 
errors in   

grammar/usage, 
punctuation, capital 
letters or spelling.

The paper has repeated 
errors in   

grammar/usage, 
punctuation and capital 
letters or spelling that 
make it hard to read.

F
ri

en
d

ly
 L

et
te

r The letter has all 5 parts 
in the correct place.  
(Heading, Greeting, 

Body, Closing, 
Signature) 

The letter is missing one 
part or parts are 

misplaced.  

The letter is missing 
more than one part.  

The letter is missing 
many parts.

Total Score
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