OBSERVABLE AND MEASURABLE BEHAVIORS


The purpose of the standard is to have a clear goal in mind. What does the student need to do to show that interventions were successful or unsuccessful? How many times? With what degree of frequency? Once that is clearly stated in observable and measurable terms, teachers have a standard by which to judge student progress in terms that everyone (parents, students, administrators, and other teachers) can understand.


Teachers should identify what behaviors can be observed if interventions are being successful, and be able to measure those behaviors to show improvement or progress.  For example, students’ time on task could be observed and measured at the beginning of the intervention process (4 out of 20 minutes on task) and compared to student performance after intervention (12 out of 20 minutes on task).  Teachers could quantify several types of behaviors: number of times student is out of seat, number of detentions, number of missing assignments, number of errors on typical assignment, number of acting-out incidents, number of assignments completed independently, grades on assignments before and after curricular modifications, etc.

