SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL PROBLEMS


At-risk children and youth are individuals birth through twenty-one years of age who are unlikely to complete elementary and secondary school successfully and to acquire skills necessary for higher education and/or employment.  Contributing factors include the following:

· Alcohol/drug abuse

· Cyclical poverty

· Delinquency/truancy

· Family abuse/neglect

· Family structure

· Handicapping condition

· Health condition

· Inadequate readiness/developmental delay

· Inappropriate instruction

· Inappropriate school curriculum

· Inappropriate school placement

· Limited English/non-English speaking

· Low self-esteem

· Pregnancy

