BRANSON INTERMEDIATE

SPECIFIC LEARNING DEFICITS

Student _______________________________________________________ Date _________________

Grade ____________ Teacher(s)__________________________________________________________________

Check all areas that describe the student. Please use the following frequency ratings:

1 = consistently observed 2 = frequently observed 3= occasionally observed

4 = seldom observed 5 = never observed

If a characteristic in an area is observed, please indicate the duration (example: since school began, after skill

was introduced the second quarter, since October, etc.)

General Number of weeks observed _________

_____ Has difficulty understanding abstract concepts

_____ Demonstrates difficulty with visual memory

_____ Has difficulty with concentrating

_____ Fails to demonstrate logical thinking

_____ Demonstrates visual perception or visual motor problems

_____ Has difficulty classifying

_____ Is disorganized to the point of not having necessary materials, losing materials, unable to find completed

assignments, unable to follow the steps of the assignment in order, etc.

_____ Is unable to perform assignments independently

_____ Does not remain on task

_____ Is easily distracted by visual and auditory stimuli

Comments:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Listening Comprehension Number of weeks observed _________

_____ Does not follow directions when given individually or to a group

_____ Asks for instructions to be repeated

_____ Has difficulty focusing on the main idea or topic when

_____ Misunderstands what is said by others in conversations

_____ Exhibits difficulty sequencing information heard in class

_____ Confuses similar words due to difficulty discriminating between certain speech phonemes (sounds)

_____ Does not understand common grammatical constructions (e.g. plurals, tense endings, etc.)

_____ Has difficulty understanding sentences with longer or more complex sentence structures

_____ Exhibits a limited receptive vocabulary for words spoken by others

_____ Does not appear to understand the relationship between information presented verbally in class and

information that is acquired through reading or other sources

_____ Cannot remember information that was presented orally or discussed in class

_____ Cannot learn from or appears disinterested in audio materials used in class (e.g. tapes, records, etc)

_____ Demonstrates disruptive/off task behaviors during activities requiring listening skills

Comments:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

ORAL EXPRESSION Number of weeks observed _________

_____ Confuses or leaves out speech sounds

_____ Exhibits dysfluent language (e.g., unusual pauses or repetitions, frequent rephrasing of thoughts, poor

verbal organization

_____ Demonstrates grammatical problems (e.g. does not form plurals properly, uses incorrect verb tense forms,

lacks subject/verb agreement, uses incorrect pronouns, etc.)

_____ Uses words in incorrect order within sentences

_____ Has limited vocabulary

_____ Exhibits difficulty in finding proper words to express certain meanings (e.g.word retrieval problems.

_____ Demonstrates problems with language usage or pragmatics (e.g., has difficulty beginning, maintaining, or

or ending conversations; cannot adapt language according to the audience or context; does not use

language for a variety of purposes - to express personal feelings, to ask questions, to provide information to

others, to participate in social relationships, etc.)

Comments:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

BASIC READING SKILLS Number of weeks observed _________

_____ Lacks basic book, handling skills

_____ Does not understand what letters or words are

_____ Cannot recognize letters when names are provided

_____ Has difficulty discriminating between letters

_____ Does not know sound-symbol relationships

_____ Cannot recite the alphabet correctly

_____ Demonstrates difficulty with left-to-right sequencing of letters, syllables, or words when reading

_____ Loses place or skips words frequently when reading

_____ Has limited sight-word vocabulary in comparison with age peers

_____ Exhibits problems with word identification (decoding) skills (e.g. phonic analysis structural analysis, etc,)

_____ Does not use context cues to assist in word identification

_____ Demonstrates a reliance on only one strategy or uses ineffective strategies for word identification

_____ Appears reluctant to risk errors when reading

_____ Exhibits a reluctance to read or expresses a strong dislike of reading

_____ Reads at an unacceptably slow rate

_____ Reads in a "mechanical" sound-by-sound or word-by-word manner (rather than processing larger units of

print or r e-reading material to confirm meaning or gather additional information.

Comments:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

READING COMPREHENSION Number of weeks observed _________

_____ Has difficulty understanding meaning of words when reading

_____ Has difficulty understanding meanings of phrases or sentences when reading

_____ Does not use context cues to facilitate comprehension when reading

_____ Cannot draw inferences or conclusions from passages that have been read

_____ Cannot identity the main idea of passages that have been reading

_____ Exhibits difficulty retelling a story that has been read

_____ Seems unable to recall facts or details from a passage that has been read

_____ Does not follow written directions

_____ Cannot identify the author's purpose (e.g. to inform, to persuade, to entertain) after reading a passage

_____ Cannot determine cause-effect relationships within a passage

_____ Has difficulty predicting outcomes using stated information in a story

_____ Does not comprehend figurative language or idioms when reading

_____ Exhibits difficulty understanding or identifying synonyms and antonyms

Comments:

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

WRITTEN EXPRESSION Number of weeks observed _________

_____ Cannot accurately write information dictated by others

_____ Exhibits difficulty with writing conventions (e.g., spelling, punctuation,

capitalization)

_____ Uses incorrect grammatical construction (e.g. plurals, subject-verb agreement, tense endings, etc) when

writing

_____ Confuses the order of words or phrases in sentences

_____ Uses incomplete sentences frequently when writing

_____ Uses primarily short, simple sentence structure rather than a variety of more complex structures

_____ Has a limited vocabulary as indicated by repeating frequently used words in written compositions

_____ Does not properly combine sentences into paragraphs

_____ Expresses a strong dislike for writing or avoids participating in writing activities

_____ Has problems with handwriting (~g~ letter formation, spacing, staying on the line, etc)

_____ Does not copy information accurately from material at desk or on chalkboard

Comments:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

MATH CALCULATION Number of weeks observed _________

_____ Cannot identify numerals

_____ Has difficulty with rote counting ability

_____ Cannot count the number of objects in a set

_____ Does not understand the meaning of basic computational symbols (e.g. +, x,)

_____ Does not know basic arithmetic facts (i.e. addition, subtraction, multiplication, or division) that should

have already been mastered

_____ Makes careless computational errors frequently

_____ Does not understand place value when performing calculations

_____ Cannot perform calculations involving "regrouping" or "carrying"

_____ Has difficulty with problems involving geometric shapes

_____ Has difficulty with problems involving fractions or decimals

_____ Confuses arithmetic operations when working problems

_____ Demonstrates difficulty following the sequence of steps in a mult-istep computation

Comments:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

MATH REASONING Number of weeks observed _________

_____ Does not understand concepts related to size (e.g., larger, smaller), sequence (e.g. first, last, before, after),

or quantity (equal to, more, less)

_____ Has difficulty identifying and using appropriate problem solving strategies

_____ Cannot solve word problems

_____ Cannot judge whether obtained results are reasonable

_____ Exhibits difficulty applying mathematics to daily situations (e.g. involving money, time, measurement,

etc.)

_____ Demonstrates difficulty with problems involving estimation or prediction

_____ Cannot understand or construct charts, graphs, or tables

_____ Does not generalize mathematical skills from one problem to other types of problems or tasks

_____ Has difficulty with abstract mathematical concepts (e.g., positive and negative values on a number line, set

theory, etc.)

Comments:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

BEHAVIOR Number of weeks observed _________

_____ Makes inappropriate comments or unnecessary noises

_____ Fights with other students

_____ Becomes physically aggressive

_____ Is easily angered, annoyed, or upset

_____ Agitates and provokes peers to a level of verbal or physical assault

_____ Has little or no interaction with teachers

_____ Has unexcused absences or tardiness

_____ Blames other persons or materials to avoid taking responsibility for own mistakes

_____ Is not motivated by rewards at school

_____ Becomes upset when a suggestion or constructive criticism is given

_____ Is tired or listless

_____ Apathetic, unmotivated, not interested in school

_____ Wines or cries in response to personal or school problems

_____ Behaves impulsively, without self-control

_____ Does not change behavior from one situation to another

_____ Does not follow school rules

_____ Exhibits poor social communication skills

Comments:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

* Behavioral Correlates of Psychological Processing Deficits describe the possible behavioral characteristics that might be observed in a student with deficits in the areas of listening comprehension, oral expression, basic reading, reading comprehension, written expression, math calculation, or math reasoning along with the examples of assessment procedures that might be used to evaluate these areas. The existence of any of these behaviors should be considered in combination with the frequency, duration, and extent of the behavior before any judgment is rendered.

The presence of any one or more of these behaviors does not necessarily indicate a disorder in basic psychological processing, and certainly does not necessarily indicate the existence of a handicap since all behaviors listed may be caused by a number of other factors.

