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Learn-o-Lotta, Laugh-o-Lotta, Love-o-Lotta
Dear Parents,

My name is Amy Vejraska, and I will be your child’s teacher this year!  I am looking forward to my fifth year at Branson, and my 18th year as a teacher.  I am married and have one son, Tanner, who will be in Fifth Grade this year.  I hope that you and your child are just as excited as I am about the year ahead!  Here are a few things you might like to know about my classroom.

First- Philosophy

Having your child in my classroom is a gift to me.  I love to teach, and I will do everything I can to meet your child where they are academically and emotionally, and take them as far as I can in the time that they are with me.  I feel that students need to have ownership of their classroom, and they will be responsible for most of the daily routines of the class.  They will set up a government system, and create their own Constitution.  Each student will have a job, and get paid once a week.  My wish is that every student leaves my classroom empowered to be a self-directed learner, a lover of reading, a creative and inspired writer, and a master problem solver.  
Second- The GO Folder

Each day your child will carry a black folder home from school.  This folder is the key to our communication about your child.  Any notes, assignment alerts, or homework will be in this folder.  Please take a moment to look at the folder each evening.  Put any notes back to me, completed homework, book orders, etc.  back in the folder.  Set up a routine with your child about bringing the folder back to school every day.  Help them find a spot to put the folder so they won’t forget it the next morning.  Once the habit is formed, the responsibility will be theirs.

Each morning your student should empty the folder and hand in any homework or notes.

Each Friday afternoon, the GO folder will become the Friday Folder.  I will send home all graded papers for that week, along with any other notes or news.  Please look over the graded work with your child, then sign and return the empty folder on Monday.  YOU ONLY NEED TO SIGN THE FOLDER ON FRIDAYS.

Third- Homework

We will be working hard this year, and it is my intention to keep homework to a minimum.  Because we are an eMINTS computer classroom, we will be doing many things in small groups and on the computer.  I feel that it is more productive to work on new concepts during class time so that I will be there to answer any questions the students may have.  The most important thing you can do to help is READ EVERY NIGHT!  Let your child read to you, you read to them, or make sure that they read on their own at least 30 minutes every night.  The other thing you can expect to see every week is spelling homework.  We will not take a lot of time to practice words in class, so I would ask that you please help study words at home with your child.  I will always listen to concerns or questions about homework issues, and please know that if your child ever brings home something and for some reason just can’t remember how to do it, they shouldn’t stress over that.   Chances are that if one kid didn’t understand, none of them did, and I will re-teach the concept.  I just want to know that they tried, but I do not want homework to be a grueling chore for all involved.

Fourth- Technology
Each student will share a computer with one other person in my room.  We will be working from sites that have been chosen by me, and considered safe.  My website will have all of the sites posted, so students may access them at home if they have a computer.  I will be scheduling a special night to come in and learn more about eMINTS classrooms early in September.  If you have any concerns about your child’s computer usage before that, please let me know.  

My website address is http://www.branson.k12.mo.us/school_links/elementary/vejraska/
You can get to my page from the Branson home page by following the links to Third Grade.  My lesson plans, spelling lists, and other information will be posted there. 

My email address is vejraskaa@branson.k12.mo.us  feel free to email me at any time with questions and concerns.  This is the best way to communicate with me, as I tend to check my email frequently during the day, but sometimes don’t get phone messages until after school.
The grading and discipline policies in my classroom will be consistent with district policies, which can be found in the student handbook.  I will make every effort to keep you informed of any areas of concern so that every student can have a successful year. 

I will be sending home a note about parent volunteers in about 2 weeks.  I like to create a community in my classroom and build relationships with the students before the parents come in.  I love parent volunteers, and will be anxious to get that process going in September!  
Happy Trails!
Amy Vejraska

